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Preface

The following Christmas songs are presented here in simple arrangements
providing an option of accompanimental possibilities and a flexibility of
instrumental combinations.

The instruments generally suggested are Handbells and Recorder, but
where these are unavailable, substitutions might be satisfactorily employed:
i. e., any melody instrument (Violin, Flute, Clarinet, Oboe) of similar range
and volume might be used in place of the Recorder; where the Handbells
play a single-line melody, chimes, lyre, tone bars, or melody bells could
be used; where the Handbells are involved in a more harmonic accom-
paniment, tone bars or even the piano might be substituted. In numbers
suggesting a simple chordal background, guitar, autoharp, organ, or piano
could be used.

Ultimately the overall balance of the available resources ought to provide
the main basis for deciding which instrumental combinations to employ.

All of the accompanying possibilities suggested for each individual number
need not be used for every stanza of that work. In fact, a variety of the pos-
sible combinations might add interest.
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Christmas Eve Processional

(Unison)

THEODORE BECK

T.B. 1969
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*The addition of the Handbells is not necessary. The Guitar could be used alone, in place of the organ or could

be omitted.
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1 Come, you chil-dren, hear the song Shep-herdsheard the an- gels sing - ing;
2 Come, you chil-dren,come and sing, Sing to Je - sus here be-fore us;
3 Thanks to God for His great love, Thank Him for His bless-ingsend- less;
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O Little Town of Bethlchem

(SSA)
PHILLIPS BROOKS, 1835—93 Forest Green
English traditional melody
Arr. THEODORE BECK
Handbells
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*Bells.Tone bars, Recorder, etc.

Used by permission of Oxford University Press.
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Sing Noel, Noel

(SA)
French carol
Tr. FREDA MORRILL ABRAMS Arr, THEODORE BECK
5 Handbells
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3 There I saw the star  which bright-ened all the night;
From the O -ri - ent it came, a burst of light,
King - ly gifts of myrth and gold and in-cense rare
Changed that sim-ple sta - ble per- fum - ing the  air;
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O Come, All Ye Faithful

(SSA)
Tr. FREDERICK QOAKELEY (1802— 80) Adeste fidelis
Arr. THEODORE BECK
Handbelis
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What Child Is This

Greensleeves
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He Is Born, Little Infant King

(SA)
Tr. FREDA MORRILL ABRAMS French carol
Arr. THEODORE BECK
A Handbells io o
#::ﬁ—————-——-‘e
o—=—0° °
w
O & J=ab°”t 72 | .vﬁ—rr,;l I dl—l'_l_!
Recorders — —  ——
- 1 ~ 1
= - |
Bells T e
Bells =
Drum e i —
{optional) m .ﬁ E etc.
(small drum)r F' f'
Finger
Cymbals
Bells
Guitar
Voices L

He is born, lit- tle in - fant King. Play o- boe,

play, let the pipes be sound - ing; He is born, lit- tle

Recorder or Tonette, Violin, Oboe, Clarinet. Handbells or Tone Bars, Chimes, Piano. Guitar or Autoharp.
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Joy to the World

(SSA)

Antioch

Arr. THEODORE BECK

ISAAC WATTS, 1719
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: A Child Is Born

(SA and SSA)

WALTER ROSIN, 1971 THEODORE BECK
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rose, a- rose, as- cend- eiso that we  might have His  Spir- it.
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Let us sing praise.
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